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would enhance the glory of womanhood sustained their spirits.
The gates of the arena of death were opened by Asaf Khan's
men when they entered the fort four days later. A miracle had
happened. Two of the prettiest princesses were found alive under
a log the raging fires left untouched. One was Kamlawati, sister
of Rani Durgawati, and the other Ruprani, a princess of Par-
gadha who was engaged to be married to Raja Bir Narayan. Both
were sent to Agra. Akbar was delighted to have them, and gave
the pair a place in his harem.
According to Abul Fazl, a thousand elephants and much other
booty fell into the hands of the imperial forces. The wealth of gold
and precious stones in the castle dazzled Asaf Khan's eyes. An
underground strong-room contained, besides treasures of ancient
gold ornaments, one hundred jars of gold coins of the Khilji
period. The Tajik in Asaf Khan was stirred, and he decided to
keep this vast hoard of riches for himself. Some token gifts were
sent to Agra in the hope that the known poverty of the region
would not make the Emperor suspect his honesty. Akbar was,
however, quick to perceive the duplicity of his general. Asaf Khan
rebelled, but it did not take the Emperor long to bring him to
the path of obedience.